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“You are fair, my love, & there is no spot in you.” (S.of S. 4:7)

1. Intro:
1.1. Church History Magazine - February 14, 270: According to tradition, Valentine, a priest in Rome during the reign of Claudius II, is beheaded along the Flaminian Way. One explanation for Valentine's subsequent relationship to the romantic holiday is this: Claudius, seeking to more easily recruit soldiers, removed family ties by forbidding marriage. Valentine ignored the order and performed secret marriages--an act that led to his arrest and execution.
1.1.1. There’s one who put his life on the line for marriage…& one not even his own!
1.2. “A marriage license is really just a learners permit!”
1.2.1. Oh, the majority of marriages are doing terrible. 
1.2.2. {Anger, pornography, communication problems, lording it over, insecurities, lack of love, selfishness, alcohol & drugs, jealousies, in-law or extended family problems, children issues, blended family problems, financial troubles, flirtation, maleness & femaleness issues/or differences}

1.3. Q: Tonight can you say to your spouse…“You are fair, my love, & there is no spot in you.”
1.3.1. Song 6:9 “My dove, my perfect one, Is the only one,” 
1.3.2. I’m afraid we don’t see our spouse as a Dove, but as a Dalmatian…full of spots!
2. SOME ONLY SEE SPOTS!
2.1. The problem? – There is 2 ways to focus in on your mate(saved). 
2.1.1. When we are saved we “are sanctified!”(1 cor.6:11)
2.1.1.1. Therefore, God sees us as spot & blemish free.
2.1.2. We are also “being sanctified”, daily, moment by moment. (Phil.3:12)
2.1.2.1. So while we are in this flesh, flesh we shall still see.

2.2. So, Where is your Focus?
2.2.1. On his/her spot, or on their spotlessness?
2.2.2. You either would say tonight “You are fair, my love, & there is no spot in you.” Or, “You are fair, my love, & there is spots all over you.”
2.2.3. “Everything in one person…nobody’s got!” (Joe Aldrich)

2.3. Is your Focus on “duty”?
2.3.1. “The difference between duty & love is that the 1st represents Sinai & the 2nd represents Calvary.” (Richard Braunstein)      [law & Grace]
2.3.1.1. Maybe that’s why we’re failing.  We are placing our focus on “doing” instead of “loving”!
2.3.1.2. I think we feel justified if we are “doing” the right thing. {I’ve provided her a home; I’m bringing home the grub,…so, so does an Ape!}
2.4. Are you looking through a telescope or a microscope?
2.4.1. “Love looks through a telescope; envy through a microscope!”

2.4.1.1. Q: Are you looking out into the future together w/a telescope, or at each other w/a microscope?
2.5. What is the focus of a great lover?
2.5.1. A well know actor, known for his romance films, was on a TV talk show, & was asked, “What makes a great lover?”
2.5.1.1. “A great lover is someone who can satisfy one woman all her life long, & who can be satisfied by one woman all his life long. A great lover is not someone who goes from woman to woman to woman. Any dog can do that.”

2.6. In which direction are you both looking?
2.6.1. “Love does not consist in gazing at each other but in looking together in the same direction.” {Antoine de Saint-Exupéry 1900-1944}
2.6.2. Q: If you were to draw on your napkin, which direction would you draw the 2 of you looking?
2.6.2.1. Towards each other? Looking opp. ways?  1 forward 1 backward?
2.6.3. Q: What would it take to get you both facing in the same direction?
2.7. I wonder if we can commit to refocusing in on our spouse to be able to say, “You are fair, my love, & there is no spot in you.”
� Josh Billings





