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#1 Traveling Together!




  2-9-02
“Unity – C.C.Phelan!”

1. Intro:
1.1. “All marriages are happy…it’s the living together afterward that causes all the trouble!”

1.2. Since Sept.11th we’ve seen a lot of Unity in our country!
1.2.1. And so we’ve seen 1st hand that often times Unity can come from attacks.
1.2.1.1. Is it any different in our marriages? Can’t unity come from sp. attacks?
1.3. Marriage is a lifestyle not a hobby! – “It’s not doing something, it’s being someone.” 
1.4. Read - Eccl.4:9-12
2. WORKING TOGETHER!
2.1. You’ll accomplish twice as much. You’ll get more difficult jobs done.
2.2. We know “a house divided will not stand!”
2.2.1. But just because it is not divided doesn’t make it “united!”
2.2.2. You can be together but not united! (chickens/clothesline)
2.2.3. God gives a whole Psalm to the subject! - Ps.133 
2.2.3.1. “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity! It is like the precious oil upon the head, Running down on the beard, The beard of Aaron, Running down on the edge of his garments. It is like the dew of Hermon, Descending upon the mountains of Zion; For there the LORD commanded the blessing; Life forevermore.

2.2.3.2. “Oil/Oneness & Dew/Freshness!”
2.3. He’s not looking for Uniformity! (Don’t have to wear matching shirts!)
2.4. To stand “together”(Phalanx) we are on guard from “straying apart”.
2.4.1. Don’t “expose” your partner! (shield analogy) 
2.5. Ananias & Sapphira - They stood together & “supported” each other…to their fault!
2.5.1. Their error? – They wanted to look spiritual, to save face, & to save each others necks. {So they tried scamming, scheming, & self-preservation}
2.5.2. Q: How does a couple end up this way?
2.5.2.1. It can be when we care more about what people think then what God thinks!
2.5.2.2. It’s when we let our pride go un-checked.
2.5.2.3. Example: Couple who lied about their homework. (He pretended he thought “she” brought the book; then she did the same!)
2.6. Aquila & Priscilla - They stood together & “supported” each other.
3. WALKING TOGETHER!
3.1. Amos 3:3 “Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?”
3.1.1. Roads & Paths in Palestine weren’t paved or even leveled. {Hidden rocks, Even fall in pits}. You needed a lift to get up or out. 
3.1.2. When we spiritually stumble, how nice it is to have a close friend to pull us up & help us “walk straight”.
3.1.3. Lift up, don’t tear down!
3.1.4. Fall = Could be: Mistakes, Sin, & Danger, Temptation.
3.1.5. “It’s better to keep a friend from falling, than to help him up after he falls.”

4. WARMTH TOGETHER!
4.1. Warmth – On a cold Palestinian night the only way to stay warm alone was to carry extra blankets & add to your load.
4.1.1. How can one be warm…out on the couch?
4.2. Phys. Warmth = Companionship. 
Emotional warmth = Friendship. 
Spiritual warmth = Fellowship.
4.3. The 5 Love Languages: (by: Gary Chapman)
4.3.1. Encouraging words; Acts of service; Gift giving; Quality time; Physical touch & closeness.
4.3.1.1. Homework!
5. WATCHCARE TOGETHER!
5.1. This was especially needed in traveling. 
5.2. Protect from harm 3 ways: [1] Phys. Harm(most cave-men stop hear!) [2] Spiritual harm(pray/devotions) [3] Emotional harm(cutting words, or hurtful words of others).
5.3. “Lord help us to protect them from the emotional, spiritual, & physical darts of the enemy!”
5.4. 2 are better than 1 – But 3 is Best! -
By bringing “GOD” into your marriage, He becomes that 3rd strand that braids, ties, & strengthens your marriage together? 
5.4.1. He brings peace, order, purpose, & Agape Love!
6. SERVING TOGETHER!
6.1. It shouldn’t only be “an event”…but a lifestyle!
6.2. [1] Supporting them as a Person!
6.2.1. Stand behind them – personally.
6.2.2. Encourage them in their gifts (Don’t hold them back!).
6.2.3. Compliment each other’s ministry, not work against each other.
6.2.4. Use your gifts, talents, & strengths, to aid your spouse.
6.2.4.1. Example: 1 of Kelly’s best gift to me is “time”. (1) She helps me w/time-management. (2) She frees me up to study, or to go & teach.
6.2.5. Remember “Couples in Ministry” isn’t only ministering to others as a couple, but ministering to each other as a couple!
6.2.5.1. Returning & talking about how it went (a biblical principle from Acts 14:27)
6.3. [2] Supporting your Family!
6.3.1. Don’t allow your kids to get lost in the dust of your ministry.
6.3.1.1. As often as we could we took our kids w/us to minister (even as toddlers we go to the convalescent hospital)
6.3.2. “The household of Stephanas” (Read - 1 Cor.16:15-18) 
6.3.2.1. This was the only family Paul baptized! (1 Cor.1:16)
6.3.2.2. (15) devoted = To appoint. “They had appointed themselves to the service of their fellow Christians.” (It was a self-imposed duty!)
6.3.2.2.1. “They addicted themselves!” (Wycliffe commentary)
6.3.2.3. (16) works = work together.
6.3.2.4. (16) labors =To work to the point of exhaustion.
6.4. [3] Supporting their Ministry!
6.4.1. Place value in what they are doing, no matter “how little” the ministry.
6.4.1.1. “Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.” 
6.4.2. This is harder if you have small kids, it’s harder but don’t give up! 
6.4.2.1. I’ve seen people “drop out of life” when they have their 1st baby.
