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#3 Arriving at the same Destination!

  2-9-02
“Goals & Visions – C.C. Phelan!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Card – “Hand in hand they walked towards forever”
1.1.1. Isn’t that our goal?
1.2. As we talk about a Journey for a Lifetime…what Road sign would describe your marriage today? 
1.2.1. Falling Rocks? Danger? Frwy Ends In 1000’? Speed Bump Ahead? Do Not Enter? Or, This Road Not Maintained?
1.2.2. We are always “Under Construction”!
1.2.2.1. Someone said, “A marriage license is just a learners permit!”
1.3. Road Signs have very few words…yet speak volumes!
1.4. We are going to look at: “Ruth’s 5 Road Signs” for relationships. 
1.4.1. Ruth of course was dealing w/a “Daughter-in-law/Mother-in-law” relationship. We will be applying it to our marriage relationship!

2. JOURNEY FOR A LIFETIME! (Ruth 1:16,17)
2.1. ROAD SIGN #1 – “NO-U-TURN”
2.2. “Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you;”
2.2.1. Read Sven & Hulda.
2.2.2. The “D” word!
2.2.2.1. Q: Do you have the habit of throwing out the “D” word when things get hot?
2.2.2.2. Kelly & my commitment regarding this.
2.2.2.3. Wow, how many relationships have been destroyed because of this one constant threat!
2.2.2.4. Guard your heart, soul, mind, & mouth from this!
2.2.2.5. “There are 2 processes that should never start prematurely…embalming & divorce!”
2.2.3. Be cautious of hurtful words!
2.2.3.1. Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. Eph.4:29

2.2.4. No-U-Turn!


2.3. ROAD SIGN #2 – “YIELD”
2.4. “For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;”
2.4.1. Self sacrifice!
2.4.2. Living for the other! – Self-denial! – Esteem other better than yourself!
2.4.2.1. Phil. 2:3,4 “Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,”

2.4.3. Examples: Of course, Job changes/location changes. Yet not only, “if you move I’ll move with you! – What about when callings change, or ministry changes? Are you open to those? Do you hold your spouse back from ministry?  
2.4.3.1. I went from Safeway Produce Clerk, to Electrician, to Pastor.
2.4.4. Where is it important for you to go w/her/him? {game, walk, shopping}
2.4.5. Where is it important for you to go w/her/him emotionally? 
2.4.5.1. Rom.12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”
2.4.6. Yield!
2.5. ROAD SIGN #3 – “3-LANE-HWY”
2.6. “Your people shall be my people, And your God, my God.”
2.6.1. Yoked in Jesus! – Dedication!
2.6.2. The 3-Fold Cord - the center Cord is what holds the rope together!
2.6.3. “Your people my people” – but be cautious on proper relationships w/in laws. (leave & cleave – many have a problem w/this) 
2.6.3.1. Q: How about having opposite sex friends? Danger! {How about “your friends shall be my friends”}
2.6.4. “Your God my God” – “With Christ on our vessel we can smile at the storm…”
2.6.5. 3-Lane-Hwy
2.7. ROAD SIGN #4 – “REST STOP AHEAD”
2.8. “Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried.”
2.8.1. Commitment to the End!
2.8.2. Wedding ring: Teen to Grandma. “Grandma, your ring is made out of such heavy metal! Yes, well in my day they were made to last!”
2.8.2.1. In Hollywood there was a sign hanging in a Jewelry store window which read, “We Rent Wedding Rings!”
2.8.3. “Chains do not hold a marriage together. It is threads, hundreds of tiny threads that sew people together through the years.”
2.8.3.1. Oh, how I’ve seen guys try the chains (odometer reader) 
2.8.4. Commitment to the end! – Kelly & my hard time (.
2.8.5. Rest Stop Ahead!

2.9. ROAD SIGN #5 – “CAUTION ROAD FORKS AHEAD”
2.10. “The LORD do so to me, and more also, If anything but death parts you and me."
2.10.1. Covenant! {agreement, bond, pact, treaty, promise, contract, consecration}
2.10.2. What was a covenant? (Jer. 34:18; Gen.15:10,17)
2.10.2.1. Explain: Animal cut in 2, walk between. 
2.10.3. What are marriage vows all about? Do you remember yours? 

2.10.3.1. I’ve still never heard, “Till we don’t get along do we part!” - Or, “Till we feel we are incompatible do we part!” - “Till we feel we get in a good fight do we part!” - “Till we feel we out of love do we part!”
2.10.4. Caution Road Forks Ahead!
