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The Path to Newness!





9-27-02
“C.C. West Covina Couples Retreat!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Quick Background: (Married, kids, salv.)
1.2. Explain our 1st topic!
1.3. Q: How would you describe your path getting here?
1.3.1. Guess how Kelly & I started our couples retreat last weekend!
1.3.1.1. Bill’s Burgers. Saw friends in window. (Kelly)“We’re already in a fight how are you guys!”
2. THE PATH TO NEWNESS! (1-5)
2.1. Rom.6:4 “…we also should walk in newness of life.”
2.1.1. Newness = Freshness. [I believe the Lord always wants your walk with Him, & your marital path to be fresh, or refreshing!]
2.1.2. God could have chosen polygamy over monogamy…but he didn’t. Why? Because this way is obviously better!  
2.1.2.1. “It is as absurd to say that a man can't love one woman all the time, as it is to say that a violinist needs several violins to play the same piece of music.”


2.2. Q: So how do we get on a new path? (1st we must assess the path we’re on!)

2.3. Q: If your marriage was described as a path what would it look like? How would you describe it?
2.3.1. Thorny/Bumpy? Flat/Hilly? Uphill/Downhill? Potholes/smooth? Jogging path/Freeway? Dark & Gloomy or Light & Refreshing?
2.3.2. One way to make sure you are on the right path is to be sensitive to the signs along the way!
2.3.2.1. Cherry Flats(Visalia) - A “w” in the road(we started on one, & didn’t mind the No Trespassing signs)
2.3.3. Let’s turn to Prov.4:25-27 & find 3 road signs to marital freshness!
2.4. LOOK AHEAD! (Prov.4:25 “Let your eyes look straight ahead, And your eyelids look right before you.” (NIV) “Let your eyes look straight ahead, fix your gaze directly before you.”)
2.4.1. Look ahead…i.e. not back!
2.4.2. Explain Phil.3:13 “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead.”

2.4.3. Some of you battle with leaving things in the past!
2.4.3.1. Ruth Graham said, “Even cats know that some things are meant to be left buried!”
2.4.3.2. So, never deal with past issues???…No, the point is “deal w/them” but then move on,…& don’t bring them up again! 
2.4.3.3. Explain 3-Fold forgiveness! {3 promises: [1] I will not bring it up to you again [2] I will not talk about it with others [3] I will not stew on it myself}
2.4.3.3.1. Eph.4:32 “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you.”

2.4.4. Q: Can you commit tonight, when you get back to your room, to this 3-fold promise?
2.5. LOOK DOWN! (Prov.4:26 “Ponder the path of your feet, And let all your ways be established.” (NIV) “Make level paths for your feet and take only ways that are firm”)
2.5.1. No, not look down in discouragement!
2.5.2. But we definitely find precedence here to do what we are doing at this retreat…Ponder or reflect what path you are on! - Or, “weigh in the mind with thoroughness and care.” - It’s to consider something carefully and at length.”
2.5.3. Eccl.4:10 “For if they(2 R better then 1) fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to help him up.”
2.5.3.1. Traveling together down life’s path is better then traveling alone.
2.5.3.2. Piano analogy – right hand only; vs. both hands.
2.6. GO STRAIGHT! (Prov.4:27 “Do not turn to the right or the left; Remove your foot from evil.” (NIV) “Do not swerve to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil.”)
2.6.1. Let’s turn to Hosea at this point.
2.6.2. (2:2-5) Unfaithfulness!
2.6.3. Q: Have you ever felt the heart-break of a child walking away from the Lord? Q: Have you ever had someone be “unfaithful” to you? Then you’ve sensed a smidgen…of the hurting heart of God!
2.6.3.1. Hosea had to live out 1st hand…loving one who was unfaithful. 

2.6.3.2. Marital unfaithfulness is unfortunately “nothing new”!
2.6.4. Some of you have also have suffered through the same in your marriage or in a past relationship. There must be no deeper wound! 
2.6.4.1.  You truly have known the “fellowship of His sufferings!” 
2.6.5. (2:6,7) God’s Amazing Grace!
2.6.6. (6,7a) Oh, God’s chasing Love! (Ginger Bread man story)
2.6.7. (7b) Luke deals w/the prodigal son, while Hosea deals w/the prodigal wife!
2.6.8. (14,15) From the Valley of Achor, to a Door of Hope!
2.6.8.1. God can give new meaning to old names, & wipe out painful associations w/old places.
2.6.9. A door of hope - Some years ago, Donna Rice's name hit the tabloids in a highly publicized sexual scandal with former Colorado senator Gary Hart. In the aftermath, Hart's bid for the 1988 Democratic nomination was trashed and so was Rice's reputation. Rice disappeared from the public eye, but she's back--passionately committed to God and to "Enough is Enough," a Christian organization fighting to keep pornography out of the hands of minors. - Thankful for the support of her family, friends, and her Christian husband, Jack Hughes, Rice is most thankful for God's work in her life: "God loves us, but he doesn't grant us immunity from the consequences of our choices. However, when we mess up, if we ask his forgiveness, he'll redeem those choices, using our mistakes as a 'door of hope' for other people (Hosea 2:14-15). I have great empathy for victims of sexual abuse and pornography. God has brought purpose to my pain." -- from Today's Christian Woman.  Christian Reader, Vol. 35, no. 2.


2.6.10. (19) A wedding Ring w/6 precious stones!

2.7. The Path of Newness…is a choice!
2.7.1. Why Kelly & I are walking the Path of Newness?
2.7.1.1. We continue to honor our Vows! 
2.7.1.2. We continue to have couch time! 
2.7.1.3. We continue to never allow the “D” word in our vocabulary!
2.7.1.4. We continue to repent specifically! (i.e. not in general terms)
2.7.1.5. We continue to guard our marriage! (good walls)
2.8. Address those individuals to get on God’s right path! (salvation)
2.8.1. Prov.4:14 “Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil.”
2.8.2. Prov.4:18 “But the path of the just is like the shining sun, That shines ever brighter unto the perfect day.”

2.8.3. Like Gomer, we didn’t seek Him but He sought us. We didn’t join ourselves to Him but He joined Himself to us. He courted us, He won our love. Then we stood with Him before the Father & recited those spiritual vows that made us His for eternity!
2.8.4. 1st He took His vows: “I Jesus, take thee, sinner, to be my wedded wife; & I do promise & covenant, before God & these witnesses, to be thy loving & faithful Savior & Bridegroom; in plenty & in want, in joy & in sorrow, in sickness & in health, for this life & for eternity.”
2.8.5. Then we looked up into His face & said: “I, sinner, take thee, Jesus, to be my Savior & Lord; & I do promise & covenant, before God & these witnesses, to be thy loving & faithful bride; in plenty & in want, in joy & in sorrow, in sickness & in health, for this life & for eternity.”
2.8.6. Thus, we took His name & became His! From Mr. or Mrs. Sinner; to Mr. or Mrs. Christian.

2.8.6.1. Q: Have you adopted the great American past-time of “dating God…& others?” – Become His betrothed bride tonight! 
2.8.6.2. Pray the Vows!

2.9. Address the couples to get on God’s right path! (marital)
2.9.1. But I can’t do it alone…Hosea did! (yet, not alone!)
2.9.2. Don’t settle with living together for the children; don’t settle for being able to cohabitate.
2.9.3. Your marriage is not only a sign on the path…but a Bill Board to the world, of what the relationship between Jesus & his Bride looks like!
2.9.4. Go for the best marriage!
� Honore de Balzac, 19th century French novelist. Men of Integrity, Vol. 1, no. 1.





