Skit - Apathy!


Apathy:   a=w/o	pathos=emotions.


“Lack of emotions; lack of interest; unconcern; indifference.”


Does this describe your feelings towards your marriage?�


R-U just Growing Old as a couple, or Growing up?


Growing Old = is as easy as breathing.


Growing Up = requires active attention, effort, & discipline.


This doesn’t matter what age - Senior Citizen or Teenager!


We need to Grow Up as Couples!


We ALL as couples will be Growing older…some will also be Growing Up!


Let’s look to Solomon’s Wisdom on Growing Old & Up together!�


GROWING OLD! (Eccl.12:1-7)


vs.1 - We better remember the Lord while we are growing up.


vs.2 - Gloomy thoughts.


vs.3 - This depicts the phys. Miseries of old age: Hands/legs/teeth/eyes.


vs.4 - Deafness, insomnia.


vs.5 - Phobias: height, terrors, white-hair, hobbling along(arhritis).


But that’s not all (beyond irritations come disease & death) 


vs.6 - silver cord = stroke; Golden bowl = impairment of reason; Shattered pitcher = Heart failure; Crushed wheel = Circulatory prob’s.


vs.7 - Death.


Well, that’s reality - Nothing we can  do about that!


What we can do is learn how to “get better as we grow older”, in our marriages as well as in our years.�


GROWING UP! (Eccl.12 & 11)


[1] Live Realistically! (12)


The fear of getting older motivates all kinds of foolish & immature behavior.


Guys will attempt to deny their age - Dump there wives - & marry a young woman young enough to be his granddaughter!


Older Ladies continue to dress like teenagers.


Living Realistically is also being sensitive to losing touch w/our spouses as we get older. (we are constantly changing!) 


Danger signals: Poor communications; Loss of compatibility, difficulty compromising. 


3 Solutions: Recognize them; Deal w/them; Don’t avoid them!


One or both fear getting older & feel less attractive!


They need affirmation….FROM YOU! {They will get it somewhere!}


Tenderness & Understanding is Essential!�


[2] Give Generously! (11:1,2)


Share your worldly goods, don’t hoard them. {the happiest couples are couples that give!}


This isn’t limited to $….share your-self; your experiences; time; prayers; wisdom; talents!


Prov.11:25b “The generous soul will be made rich, And he who waters will also be watered himself.”��


See 4 insights on Giving:


[1] Giving is Risky! - (1a) - Opposite is selfishness.


[2] Don’t expect immed. Reward! - (1b) - You may invest in lives & never see the results in this lifetime.


[3] Don’t give only in one area! - (2a) - Give in a variety of ways.


[4] Don’t hesitate - (2b) - Things could get worse later, therefore don’t wait to give later.�


Adapt Willingly! (3,4)


Adapt - Don’t become set, stale, inflexible..be willing to change!


Not, “did you here him honey”….YOU!”�


Trust Fearlessly! (5,6)


3 times he says, “You do not know!” - Emphasizing the uncertainty of the future.


Sometimes uncertainty paralyzes couples - making it imp. to step out in faith & trust in the Lord.�


Rejoice Daily! (7,8a)


These 2 verse point out how good it is just to be alive!




















QUESTIONS: (ask each other)�


Do we live Realistically?


Do we live in the “now” or in the past?


How have we changed? (In Compatibility, Communication, Compromising)


How do I affirm my love to you? �


Do we give generously?


In finances, wisdom, time, experience, prayers, talents?


What can we give that we haven’t been?�


Do we Adapt Willingly?


WHAT do we need to change?


HOW do we change them?�


Do we Trust God Fearlessly?


Is there something coming up we are afraid of?


How will we combat it?�


Do we Rejoice Daily?


What time in our busy day can we take a moment & give Thanks unto God together?


Tell each other 2 things you Rejoice over, about them!
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