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Calling All Servants!


March 17,18 2000

“Get Up & Go 2000!”

C.C. Huntington Beach & C.C. South Bay

1. Intro: 
1.1. “Your love has a broken wing if it cannot fly across the sea.”
1.2. I love Missions! 
1.2.1. How I got involved.
1.2.2. What one trip can do.
1.2.3. Your 2nd trip is Priceless. 
1.2.4. Short term trips stir up servants here, & encourages those on the field there!

2. WHAT IS A SERVANT? (1 Cor.4:1,2)
2.1. Servants = “Under-rowers, A Galley slave.”
2.1.1. The figure is that of a ship impelled by oars.  
2.1.1.1. Like the Ben Hur Movie – “Wo-o-O-leyo”
2.1.2. If the Church is the ship; Christ gives the commands; & the Rowers only have to obey orders!
2.1.3. So what does  a Galley Slave do?…Just Rows! 
2.1.3.1. Q: How did they row? W/steady, consistent, service!
2.1.4. Heb.12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”

3. SERVE BEFORE YOU GO! (Acts 13:1-5)
3.1. Q: When these men heard from the H.S. what were they doing???
3.1.1. (2)They were Ministering to the Lord & fasting.
3.1.2. (3) This was not an independent work, the church was very much involved.
3.1.2.1. English Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the Saturday Evening Post said, “Ideally, when Christians meet, as Christians, to take counsel together, their purpose is not--or should not be--to ascertain what is the mind of the majority but what is the mind of the Holy Spirit--something which may be quite different.”

3.1.3. (2) These men were Spiritual men & Sincere men!
3.2. SERVE AS SPIRITUAL MEN! (ministering)
3.2.1. “ministering” = Volunteered service!
3.2.2. Was 1st used describing volunteered service “to the state”. Later used describing service “in the temple”.
3.2.3. “Poss. speaking of service rendered in prayer!” (Kittels)
3.2.4. These men also labored together at their church for a year before they were commissioned!
3.2.4.1. Our internship program has been very helpful (getting to know them, & them us)
3.2.5. They were serving at their church before they went.
3.2.5.1. I only remember one time I okayed a friend to go on the mission field, that was just getting back to the Lord & needed to “get away from his influences here” thinking this would help him…dumb decision!!!  

3.2.5.2.  My excuse? – early in ministry???…Lord forgive me!

3.2.6. “A church with one heart & one mind will make for a won world.”

3.3. SERVE AS SINCERE MEN! (fasting)
3.3.1. “These men were prepared to do without legitimate things to make sure they had the mind & will of God.” - “This was a very serious step, one that called for deep personal exercise of soul.”

3.3.2. “Grant that the heat in my heart, will melt the lead in my feet.”
4. SERVE AS YOU GO!
4.1. SERVE WITH AN ASSIGNMENT! (4b-5a)
4.1.1. They had a single purpose, a single focus…”to preach the word of God!”
4.1.1.1. That isn’t only pertaining to a Pastoral role(one starting a church). 
4.1.1.2. I believe that is any & every Christian missionary’s role! (if you’re at an orphanage, feed the poor, or whatever) 
4.1.1.3. If that isn’t your sole purpose, then you might be a social worker, or a philanthropist, or a humanitarian (all of these being good), but you’re NOT a Christian Missionary!
4.1.1.4. Note balance to follow:
4.2. SERVE WITH MERCY! (which accompanies Evangelism)
4.2.1. This includes caring for the poor & needy in the name of our Lord.
4.2.2. With material & financial help.
4.2.2.1. Acts 11:29 “Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea.”
4.2.2.2. 1 John 3:17 “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?”
4.2.3. Even to the unthankful & evil people!
4.2.3.1. Lk.6:35,36 “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. "Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.”

4.3. SERVE AS AN ASSISTANT! (5b)
4.3.1. (Kittles) “assistant, attendant, a helper who willingly submits himself to the carrying out of the will of the one over him.”
4.3.1.1. “It is harder than I can tell to play the 2nd fiddle well!”
4.4. SERVE WITH HUMILITY!
4.4.1. Barnabas is named before Saul(also vs.1,2 & 7)
4.4.2. Flexibility fits in here. {“But I went to teach, not paint!”}
4.5. SERVING YOUR TEAM LEADER! (short term trips)
4.5.1. Very important! (China last time in, changed all plans when we were the only ones in the airport. Went from go in 2x2 to let’s all be a team.)
4.5.1.1. This goes from Ticket counters to Taxi’s to Teaching!
4.5.2. How do you handle frustrations on a trip?
4.5.2.1. 1st expect frustrations to come! 
4.5.2.1.1. How to handle them should be dealt with before a team goes.
4.5.2.2. 2nd analyze: Do I “cover or expose”?
4.5.2.3. Cover -  “And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 1Pet 4:8
4.5.2.4. Expose – “Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there remember that your brother has something against you, "leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.” Mt.5:23,24
4.5.2.4.1. Lk.17:3 “If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”
4.5.2.5. 3rd deal with them promptly! 
4.5.2.5.1. Mt.5:25 “Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him,”
4.5.3. What if you have a better idea then my leader?
4.5.3.1. By all means share it with him/her. 
4.5.3.2. Share it in private so you don’t start a mutiny!
4.6. SERVE OTHER TEAM MEMBERS! (short term trips)
4.6.1. “No one can help everybody, but everybody can help someone.”
4.6.2. One friend in Haiti got really “wigged out” with the Voodoo drums at night! (I never picked up on it)
4.6.3. Another friend I saw just standing in the middle of our compound in Haiti just weeping. (weep w/those who weep)
4.6.4. One trip we had a problem with motivating a handful of team members to help the rest of the team.
4.6.5. Gal. 6:2 “Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
4.6.6. Col. 1:28 “Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”
4.7. SERVING YOUR HOSTS! (short term trips)
4.7.1. What can you do to encourage them who are in the work 24/7.
4.7.2. What  is their #1 problem on the mission field? 
4.7.2.1. What problems do missionaries face? For what things do they need prayer? Cedric Johnson and David Penner surveyed 55 North American Protestant mission agencies with more than 100 staff members overseas. The missionaries listed the following problems, in rank order: 1. Relationships with other missionaries. 2. Cultural adjustments 3. Managing general stress 4. Raising children  5. Marriage difficulties 6. Financial pressures  7. Loneliness 

4.7.3. We reorganized our Philippines trips to do exactly this. (They are an orphanage w/120 kids in their home.)
4.7.3.1. We now are teaching their school teachers. Teaching computer skills. Will be doing Worship Seminars, etc.
4.7.4. We are there to serve another persons vision. They know the needs we don’t. 
4.8. SERVING THE PEOPLE!
4.8.1. What is the need? Teaching, Evangelism, meet Needs?
4.8.2. One way we need to serve them is by not offending them.
4.8.2.1. How we dress & act: around town. In church(clapping ok? Is a tie needed)
4.9. SERVING YOUR LORD!
4.9.1. If this is your focus then, all other areas of serving fall into place.
4.9.2. Deut. 10:12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,"
4.9.3. Ps.100:2 “Serve the LORD with gladness;”
4.9.4. Zeph. 3:9 “That they all may call on the name of the LORD, To serve Him with one accord.” (During Millennium) 
4.9.5. Rom.1:9 “For God is my witness, whom I serve with my spirit…”
4.9.6. Heb.12:28 “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.”
4.10. CALLING ALL SERVANTS!
4.10.1. The rest can go home!
4.10.2. 2 Chron.16:9 "For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him.”
� English Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the Saturday Evening Post (July/August 1989).  Christianity Today, Vol. 33, no. 12.
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