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The Holy Spirit in Missions!

 
      3-22-02
“Get Up & Go 2002 - CCHB”

1. Intro:
1.1. We could call this, “Pneumatology kisses Missiology!”
1.2. Elcey – 94 yr. old lady story (only the HS saves!)
1.3. Acts13 is an awesome prototype for us in seeing the Holy Spirit working in & through missionaries!
1.3.1. We are going to use Barnabas as our example.
2. THE HOLY SPIRIT & MISSIONS!
2.1. COUNTING THE COST IN MISSIONS! (Acts 4:36,37)
2.1.1. Everyone’s cost is different! Only the H.S. can determine it.
2.1.2. Note: his integrity vs. the next section.
2.1.3. Have the open-hand policy w/God!
2.2. THE H.S. FILLS THE MISSIONARY! (Acts11:19-24)
2.2.1. “An empty cup fills no empty soul”. 
2.2.2. Of course we need the H.S. with/in/upon us!
2.3. THE H.S. TEAMS UP THE MISSIONARY! (Acts11:25,26a)
2.3.1. Missions is rarely solo! (body of Christ; unity; koinonia; “1 another”)
2.3.2. Different gifts for different individuals. (elec. Tools, which is best?)
2.4. THE H.S. SCHOOLS THE MISSIONARY! (Acts11:26b & 13:1,2)
2.4.1. These men labored together at their church for a year before they were commissioned! (our/internship) 
2.4.2. Q: When these men heard from the H.S. what were they doing???
2.4.2.1. They were Ministering to the Lord & fasting.
2.4.2.2. English Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher in the Saturday Evening Post said, “Ideally, when Christians meet, as Christians, to take counsel together, their purpose is not--or should not be--to ascertain what is the mind of the majority but what is the mind of the Holy Spirit--something which may be quite different.”


2.4.2.3. These men were Spiritual men & Sincere men!
2.4.3. Spiritual Men! (ministering)
2.4.4. “ministering” = Volunteered service!
2.4.4.1. Was 1st used describing volunteered service “to the state”. 
Later used describing service “in the temple”.

2.4.4.2. “Poss. speaking of service rendered in prayer!” (Kittels)
2.4.4.3. They were preparing themselves before they went.
2.4.4.4. Q: How might you be preparing yourself? (Obviously here in this course! Tapes; Books; serving; sharing your faith/testimony)
2.4.4.5. Story - I remember one time I okayed a friend to go on the mission field, that was not serving…matter of fact he was just getting back to the Lord & needed to “get away from his influences here” thinking this would help him…dumb decision!!!  (Lord forgive me!)

2.4.4.6. They waited to hear from the Lord before they went.
2.4.5. Sincere Men! (fasting)
2.4.6. “These men were prepared to do without legitimate things to make sure they had the mind & will of God.” - “This was a very serious step, one that called for deep personal exercise of soul.”


2.4.7. Also, note the racially integrated church leadership! (13:1)
2.4.7.1. Barnabas/native from Cyprus a Jew; Simeon/black man(prob African); 
Lucius/Lybian(N.Africa); Manean, & Saul.

2.5. THE H.S. CALLS THE MISSIONARY! (Acts13:2)
2.5.1. “I have called” – “The perfect tense emphasizes that the Divine decision was already made before it was revealed.”(Haenchen/LKGNT)
2.5.1.1. Eph.2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
2.5.1.2. While God alone did the commissioning, he did it through the church.
2.5.1.3. Q: What Divine arrangements has God made for you believer? (Dare ask Him!)
2.5.1.4. F.B.Meyer – Once out at sea during a stormy night & seeing the harbor entrance very narrow he asked the captain “how do you know when to head into harbor?” – he replied, “See those 3 lights on shore? When they are lined up, I go in!”
2.5.1.4.1. We can use 3 red lights lined up also! [1] Bible [2] The inward witness of the H.S. [3] & outward circumstances.
2.5.1.4.2. When they are…go in! - When they aren’t…stand still!

2.6. THE H.S. SENDS THE MISSIONARY! (Acts13:3,4)
2.6.1. Explain their trip:
2.6.1.1. Antioch to Selucia(port on med coast/few miles) – Selecia to Island of Cyprus 130-mile voyage – across the island from Salamis to Paphos about 90 miles.

2.6.2. Note: There is a  2-fold calling before sending. 
2.6.3. The Church Sends! (they sent them away)
2.6.3.1. Before they sent them they did 3 things: They Prayed for them; They Partnered with them; & Then they Parted from them.

2.6.4. Prayed for them – fasted & prayed (3a)
2.6.4.1. Church leaders were actively involved in this whole process. 
2.6.4.2. Church leaders: Do you know your church leaders? I think this is very important! How might you meet them? Share w/them your burden. 
2.6.4.3. Q: Once a month can you pick 1 missionary to fast for?
2.6.5. Partnered with them – laid hands on them (3b)
2.6.5.1. Here they were recognizing the Divine call upon them from the Antioch church leadership.
2.6.5.2. There must be a submission to leadership from the church you are being sent from.
2.6.5.2.1. You don’t want to be a lone ranger!
2.6.5.2.2. Here, Paul who is an “Apostle” doesn’t try to “go it alone”!
2.6.5.2.3. 2nd missionary journey he is commissioned by the church again! (15:40)

2.6.5.2.4. 3rd missionary journey (18:22,23) he spent time at his home church before off again.

2.6.6. Parted from them – they sent them away (3c)
2.6.6.1. All in order, they are sent (or released)
2.6.7. The Holy Spirit Sends! (sent out by the H.S.)
2.7. THE H.S. HUMBLES THE MISSIONARY! (Acts13:13)
2.7.1. Note: Barnabas is named before Saul up to this point(see vs.1 & 7)
2.7.1.1. Then notice after this(see vs.43,46,50)
2.8. THE H.S. EQUIPS THE MISSIONARY FOR 1 THING! (Acts13:5)
2.8.1. They had a single purpose, a single focus…”to preach the word of God!”
2.8.2. That isn’t only pertaining to a Pastoral role(one starting a church). 
2.8.3. I believe that is any & every Christian missionary’s role & goal! (if you’re at an orphanage, feed the poor, or whatever) 
2.8.4. If that isn’t your sole purpose, then you might be a social worker, or a philanthropist, or a humanitarian (all of these being good), but you’re NOT a Christian Missionary!
2.8.4.1. New York – Chaplain MPD. {definitely friendship evangelism}

2.9. THE H.S. FILLS & REFILLS THE MISSIONARY! (Acts13:6-12)
2.9.1. (9) filled w/the H.S. – Here is where the Holy Boldness came from.
2.9.1.1. What a stare that must have been!
2.9.2. (12) the intelligent(7)…“Sergius Paulus” believed!
2.9.2.1. Oh, the Joys of the mission field!
2.9.2.2. Archeology has confirmed Luke’s report. Not that we need it to, but Sir William Ramsay found inscriptions bearing Sergius Paulus’ name on the island of Cyprus, confirming that he was a Christian & that his entire family became Christians.
2.9.2.3. What won this intelligent man? He was astonished at the teaching of the Lord!
2.9.2.3.1. Read - Ps.119:33-40
2.10. (addition) MISSIONS IS FULL OF CONFLICT! (13)
2.10.1. It didn’t seem to be a very good parting (15:36-40).
2.10.2. Q: Why did he leave?
2.10.2.1. He was the cousin of Barnabas and may not have liked the change in leadership?
2.10.2.2. There were dangers of many sorts around them and ahead (2 Corinthians 11:26), perils to which John Mark was unwilling to be exposed?
2.10.2.3. Paul specifically charged him at Antioch with desertion of his post (Acts 15:38 NIV “because he had deserted them”).
2.10.2.4. Ultimately, we don’t know why he left, & if he was right or wrong doing so. 
2.10.2.5. Bottom line! “God loves to give us another chance!” (Jonah)

2.10.3. In ministry & missions sometimes there are necessary staff changes! 
2.10.3.1. Sometimes it is flesh - Sometimes it is the Holy Spirit!
2.10.3.2. God can do this to “double” His efforts! 
2.10.3.3. Don’t automatically think that when there is a change, that it is a bad thing. We see all through the N.T. changes in who was working with Paul (Barnabas, Silas, Timothy, Luke, Philemon, Tychicus, Epaphroditus).
2.10.3.4. Bottom line! “God loves to give us another chance!”
2.10.4. Q: What do you think is the #1 prayer request for Missionaries? 
2.10.4.1. Personal relationships! {See Sheet!}
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