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“Com-mission-ing Service”



      5-20-99

“Mike & Lori Ramsey(Bacold,P.I.)–Ben & Barb(LaGloria, Mexico)!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Tonight – “Ramsey’s & Cordova’s Com-mission-ing service.” 
1.1.1. Pick up on Eccl. 4 in 2 week.
1.1.2. Next week Jeff T. will give an update on the Refugees in Albania.

1.2. At CCM, we “learn as we Go, & learn as we Grow!”
1.2.1. For Nate & Aide; Dave & Becky Pham(Germany); Andy Mauldin(Germany). We introduced & prayed for, but I see all the more “The Sending” from the home church needs even more attention.

1.3. Order – “I’m going to share; Pastor Pat Kenny; Pastor Jeff Jackson; Ramsey’s; Cordova’s; Pastors/Elders lay hands on them; then refreshments in gym.

2. ACTS 13:1-4
2.1. Read Acts 13:1-4
2.1.1. Now out of the NMV (New Missions Version)
2.1.2. (1) Now in the church that was at Murrieta there were certain pastors and elders: Jeff Jackson from Calvary International Fellowship, Pat Kenney from C.C.Escondido, and Brian & the Elders from CCM. 
(2) As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, "Now separate to Me the Ramsey’s & the Cordova’s for the work to which I have called them." 
2.1.3. (3) Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away. 
(4) So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, Ben & Barb drove to LaGloria, & Mike, Lori, Jillian & Joshua flew to Bacolod.”

2.2. How is a Missionary Defined?
2.2.1. A missionary is God's man, in God's place, doing God's work, in God's time, in God's way.

2.3. How is a Missionary Called?
2.3.1. Man cannot make Missionaries – The Church cannot make Missionaries – An Institution cannot make Missionaries!
2.3.2. Only the Holy Spirit can make Missionaries! - Man only Confirms that Call!




2.4. The Holy Spirit Called; & Man Confirmed!
2.5. Called!
2.5.1. Who Called them? The choice wasn’t left to a “Mission Board Committee” for some Mission Enterprise. - The choice wasn’t left to the church - The choice was based upon the authority of the Holy Spirit!
2.5.1.1. “The H.S. called them”(2); “The H.S. sent them”(4).
2.5.2. When were they Called? “called” is written in (perfect middle) & emphasizes “the divine decision was already made before it was revealed.” 
2.6. Confirmed!
2.6.1. The Holy Spirit revealed this to the church in Antioch.
2.6.1.1. It wasn’t to a “mother” church in Jerusalem. - But God spoke to this independent church. 
2.6.1.2. Antioch worked  “in cooperation” with the Jerusalem church, yet not “under” her. (see Acts 11:27-30)
2.6.2. Those in the Antioch church confirmed their calling by Fasting; Praying; & Laying hands on them, & Sending them out.
2.6.3. Fasting – (will you do one day this week for them?)
2.6.4. Praying – (will you commit to praying for these familes?)
2.6.5. Laying Hands on – This is for 2 reasons: 
[1] Expressed Fellowship w/the 2 being sent. 
[2] In Recognition of what the Holy Spirit has done w/them, & what He was going to do w/them.
2.6.6. Sending – Actually “releasing” them. 
2.6.6.1. Different word is used in vs.3 & 4 for “sent”.
2.6.6.2. Sent(vs.3) – () [apolu-o] “To release, to let go, to send off.”
2.6.6.3. Sent(vs.4) – () [ek-pempo] “To send forth”. 
2.6.6.4. So, the Holy Spirit truly sends, the church simply releases them. 

2.7. Sum up: 
2.7.1. The H.S. Calls certain individuals that are serving the Lord, praying & fasting to other places.
2.7.1.1. Some must stay in Murrieta & some must Go! 
2.7.1.2. This does not make the Ramseys & Cordova’s Superior Christians, but Separated Christians! 
2.7.1.3. Though “going out” doesn’t make them superior to those who stay, both of these couples are Heroes in my book!
2.7.1.3.1. Godliness; Integrity; Servanthood; God Pleasers; Jesus lovers;…

2.7.2. The H.S. reveals to individual churches, that are serving the lord, praying & fasting, His plan.

2.7.3. The H.S. uses church Leaders to Fast & Pray & Lay hands on those whom are to be “let go”! 


2.8. Now Pastor Pat will come & share about their sending Todd to start a work their in Bacolod.
2.9. Next, Pastor Jeff will share on “our part” on sending missionaries.
2.10. Next, The Ramsey’s & Then the Cordova’s will share “how God called them individually” & “what situations fell into place to verify that!”

3. End!
3.1. Story - Pipe bending shop in L.A. (explain “the sand pit)– Friend Steve “I’ll go down to the bottom, if you’ll control the pulley crane.”
3.2. William Carey, the great missionary of India, said to a body of people, “I will go down if you will hold the ropes.”
3.2.1. Great mental picture – Both parties needed.

3.3. Your love has a broken wing if it cannot fly across the sea.
3.4. A church with one heart and one mind will make for a won world.
