Q: What were the results of the 1998 International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church?


A: Prayer is a mystery. It is also difficult to measure, but we can look at the changes which occurred last year alone and draw inferences from that.

In the USA:

· Nearly 100,000 churches are estimated to have taken part in the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. Churches representing nearly every U.S. denomination remembered the persecuted. 

· Christian freedom groups experienced record increases in funding and participation following the November prayer event and continue to see growth in church awareness and advocacy. 

· President Clinton nominated Robert Seiple as a special advisor to the U.S. State Department on religious persecution issues. Seiple is the former president of World Vision. 

· IDOP/USA staff participated in over 100 radio/TV interviews, reaching more than 7,000 stations nationwide (Christian and secular). This does not include stations reached nationwide through associate organizations (Open Doors, the Voice of the Martyrs, etc.) which also included IDOP promotion in their radio addresses. 

· Public Service Announcements (PSAs) aired nationwide featuring Dr. D. James Kennedy, Elisabeth Elliot, Gary Bauer, Terry Meeuwsen, Dr. Bill Bright, and Dr. Jack Hayford. 

· CNN Headline News, National Public Radio, USA Radio Network, and Religion News Network all aired features on the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church on or prior to November 15. Articles on IDOP appeared in many leading newspapers, including the Los Angeles Times, The Denver Post, (Oregon's) Oregonian, the Dallas Morning News, the Philadelphia Inquirer, and the New York Times. Numerous articles were written in major and minor media markets. 

· On November 27, 1998, the New York Times featured an article by columnist A.M. Rosenthal urging Americans to "pray on Sunday, and act on Monday." 

· President Clinton issued a proclamation declaring November 15, 1998 as an official National Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 

· The Religious Freedom Act dealing with the U.S. response to countries that are shown to exercise or condone persecution of religious communities was passed by Congress and signed into law. Internationally, the International Day of Prayer sponsors report:

· Christians in over 130 countries took part in the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. 

· Christian churches are growing in awareness of the problem and coming together in unity to pray for fellow believers. 

· Increased media coverage of the problem of persecution in both secular and Christian publications. 

· Christian leaders in restricted nations report that they are experiencing new boldness in their witness to others. 

