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The Persecuted Church



    11-11-00

“Since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, 

arm yourselves also with the same mind!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Perspective is everything...
If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed than the million who will not survive this week.
If you have never experienced the danger of battle, the loneliness of imprisonment, the agony of torture, or the pangs of starvation, you are ahead of 500 million people in the world.
If you can attend a church meeting without fear of harassment, arrest, torture, or death, you are more blessed than three billion  people in the world.
If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead and a place to sleep, you are richer than 75% of this world.
If you have money in the bank, in your wallet, and spare change in a dish someplace, you are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy.
If your parents are still alive and still married. You are very rare, even in the United States.
If you hold up your head with a smile on your face and are truly thankful, you are blessed because the majority can, but most do not.
If you can hold someone's hand, hug them or even touch them on the shoulder, you are blessed because you can offer God's healing touch. If you can read this message, you just received a double blessing in that someone was thinking of you, and furthermore, you are more blessed than over two billion people in the world that cannot read at all.
1.2. I’m convinced we Americans do have & believe in suffering & sacrifice:
1.2.1. We expect it of our Olympic Athletes (diet, grueling training, having to give up families in many cases)
1.2.2. When Police officers or Fire Fighters die, 100’s even 1000’s turn out for their funerals,…for they have given their lives for us.
1.2.3. We just celebrated Veterans Day yesterday honoring our Veterans who have served in our armed services, denying their civilian life for a time, to keep our country safe & our freedoms in tack. 
1.2.4. We expect our TV celebrities, News correspondents, & Musicians to give up any normal life in order to entertain us, 24 hours, around the clock.
1.2.5. K.P.Yohannon said, “the minute a Christian young person starts to fast & pray, considering the mission field, or give up career or a romance for Christ – concerned counselors, family & friends will spend hours trying to keep him or her from “going off the deep end on this religious stuff.
1.2.6. Discipline, pain, sacrifice & suffering are rewarded w/fame & fortune in the world. - Why then do we refuse to accept it as normal in Christendom?
1.2.7. We should go out of our way to accept assignments that involve suffering, but this has been neglected for so long this sounds completely foreign or even absurd to our ears.”
1.2.7.1. Not Asceticism, flagellation(P.I.), or Masochism!


2. PRESENT PERSECUTION!
2.1. Sudan – A violent civil war since 1983 in which 2 million southern Sudanese have been killed & 4 million driven from their homes. 
2.1.1. They’ve bombed hospitals, burned churches, crops, & villages, stolen children, starved villages, even bombed Wes’ Chaplains compound. 

2.2. China – 31 house church leaders were arrested & detained on Aug.23rd this year in the Henan Province. 
2.2.1. Most have now been released w/heavy fines, 6 still in prison.

2.3. India – Christians in India are facing the worst outbreak of intolerance in 40 years.
2.3.1. A poster “hate” campaign was launched a summer ago, warning the Hindus of conversion. “When a Hindu is converted we lose one Hindu, not only that; he becomes an opponent to Hinduism.”

2.4. Vietnam – is a single-party state ruled by the communist Party. 
2.4.1. The government attempts to control all religion by only allowing people to meet in “official” churches that are run by the gov.

2.5. Persecution is also very fierce in Pakistan, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Nigeria, Laos, Turkmenistan, & Uzbekistan. 
2.5.1. David Barret estimated a few years ago some 200,000 Christians will be martyred in the year 2000.

3. PROMISED PERSECUTION!
3.1. John 15:20 “If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you..”
3.1.1. We must not domesticate all the N.T. teaching on affliction & persecution just because our lives are so smooth!
3.1.2. Christ died for us so that we would not have to die for sin, NOT so that we would not have to die for others.
3.1.3. Christ bore our punishment of our sin so that our death & suffering is Never a punishment from God.
3.1.4. 1 Pet.2:20,21 “For what credit is it if, when you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it patiently, this is commendable before God. For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:”
3.1.5. 1 Pet.4:1 “…since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,”
3.1.5.1. Here is a call for a certain mindset toward suffering!
3.1.5.2. A “thought” that we need to voluntarily accept and put on as armor.
3.1.5.3. As a police officer voluntarily accepts and puts on his badge, uniform, & vest, which sets him apart, & marks him from any other civilian. 
3.2. Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s famous quote “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come & die!”
3.2.1. From Mark 8:34 “Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.”
4. PREPARE FOR PERSECUTION NOW!
4.1. David Brainard portrays the life of the missionary as “a life of constant warfare in the soul, not a life of uninterrupted calm.”
4.2. Richard Wurmbrand (imprisoned & tortured in Romania from 1948-1964) stresses the tremendous need to get spiritually ready to suffer. 
4.2.1. Read pg.79,80 John Piper “Let the Nations be Glad”.
4.2.2. Acts 14:21,22 “And when they(Barnabas and Paul) had preached the gospel to that city and made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God."
4.2.3. 2 Tim.3:12 “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”

5. PRAY FOR THOSE PERSECUTED!
5.1. Suggestions:
5.1.1. [1] Read the “World” section of your newspaper on “what” to pray for.
5.1.1.1. Know what is going on in your world. {“I don’t like the news, it’s depressing” is not a valid excuse!} – What if Jesus stopped His ears to the “News” of this world 2000 years ago?

5.1.2. [2] Look in todays bulletin for a list of specific areas to pray for.
5.1.3. [3] Get names of specific Christians who are being held captive or being persecuted for their faith to pray for.
5.1.3.1. See You can start receiving the “Persecution & Prayer Alert” by 
e-mailing thevoice@persecution.net and asking for it by name.
5.1.4. [4] Pray as individuals, as a family, in a group.
5.1.5. [5] Pray for the countries, the Christians, the churches; the persecutors who torture Christians; pray for the brutal prison guards. 


5.1.6. [6] Pray for those who risk their lives to get Christian literature into countries where it is forbidden.
5.1.7. [7] Write personal letters to believers in prison or under house arrest .

5.1.7.1. Heb.13:3 “Remember the prisoners as if chained with them; those who are mistreated; since you yourselves are in the body also.”

5.1.8. [8] Write letters to government officials and newspapers.

5.1.8.1. See www.perscution.net (Voice of the Martyrs on how to)
6. REASONS FOR SUFFERING?
6.1. 5 reasons:
6.1.1. [1] Suffering brings deeper faith & deeper Holiness!
6.1.1.1. Heb.12:10 “For they(earthly fathers) indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He(Heavenly Father) for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.
6.1.2. [2] Suffering brings about rewards!
6.1.2.1. 2 Cor.4:17 “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,”
6.1.3. [3] Suffering makes other believers bold!
6.1.3.1. Phil.1:14 “…most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.”

6.1.4. [4] Suffering enforces our command to go!
6.1.4.1. Acts 8:1 “At that time a great persecution arose against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,”
6.1.5. [5] Suffering magnifies the sufficiency in Christ!
6.1.5.1. 2 Cor.12:9 "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness."

6.2. If God is Sovereign then why all this calamity? 
6.2.1. Lam.3:37,38 “Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, When the Lord has not commanded it? Is it not from the mouth of the Most High That woe and well-being proceed?”

6.2.2. Jonathon Edwards described it this way(my paraphrase), God views the world w/2 lens. Through the narrow one He is grieved & angered at sin & pain. Through the wide one He sees evil in relation to its “eternal purposes”.
6.2.3. It is like a Mosaic. Narrow in on one piece & it may be very ugly. Zoom out & the whole is beautiful.
6.2.4.  It is like the cross. When God the Father zooms in on the cross & sees the sin & pain he abhorred it. However when He pulls back & sees the sin-covering, death-conquering obedience, & atoning it brings, then we understand Isaiah, “it pleased the Lord to bruise Him.”

6.3. No Pain, no Gain! - Ok for “Soccer”,…but not for “Saints”! 
6.3.1. A soldier doesn’t live on feelings – casualties, discomforts, & injury are part of the program for victory.
6.3.1.1. 2 Tim.2:3,4 “You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.”

6.3.2. Real Christians accept suffering as a normal part of following Christ, just as a mother accepts labor as a normal part of delivering a baby.
6.3.3. K.P. Yohannan said, “Until we can accept suffering, sacrifice, & self denial as routine & normal, we will never see the great commission fulfilled in our generation!”
6.3.3.1. 1 Pet.4:1 “…since Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,”
