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1. Intro:
1.1. In Jerusalem a memorial was erected in memory of the sufferings & deaths of millions of Jews by the Nazis during the holocaust called the “Yad Vashem”.
1.1.1. A very moving & sobering memorial – {a room filled with black & white photos, film clips, children’s shoes, etc.} 
1.1.2. Most of our trips to Israel we stop there & remember those who have suffered & died. We are welcome to stop there as often as we wish. 
1.1.3. And so with our Memorial of communion! – It is in memory of, not millions, but of One who suffered & died. 
1.2. H.C.G.Moule said communion is, “full of wonder, full of blessing, full of God!” 
1.3. Outline: [1] Communion is an Ordinance [2] Communion is Union [3] Communion is…What?

2. COMMUNION IS AN ORDINANCE! 
2.1. Since the church is an invisible church(explain) Jesus left a few signs that would distinguish it from the rest of mankind.
2.2. These signs are called Ordinances or Sacraments!
2.3. “Sacraments” comes from the (L.) word “Sacramentum”.
2.3.1. At its root notice “Sacred”, set apart.
2.3.2. Sacramentum – was used in a 2-fold way.
2.3.3. [1] As a legal term to denote the sum of $ deposited by 2 parties to a suit, which was forfeited by the loser & appropriated to sacred uses.

2.3.4. [2] As a military term to designate the oath of obedience taken by newly enlisted soldiers in the Roman army.
2.4. A.A.Hodge defined Sacraments as “holy signs & seals of the cov. of grace. Immediately instituted by God, to represent Christ & His benefits, & to confirm our interests in him, & also to put a visible difference between those who belong unto the church, & the rest of the world, & solemnly engage them to service of God in Christ, according to His word.”

2.5. Yet, this word was also used loosely as “anything sacred” through many years of church history. 
2.5.1. The # of ordinances changed. Once it was up to 30 by Hugo of St. Victor in the 12th cent. 

2.5.2. At the Council of Trent(1562) they limited the sacraments to 7, the idea of perfection being connected w/such a #.
2.5.3. The R.C. church still believing in 7 sacraments, Protestantism believing in the 2 explicitly taught in the N.T. {Baptism & The Lord’s Supper}
2.5.4. The early church Fathers(Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Augustine, Chrysostum) generally speak of 2 sacraments. 

2.6. Both of these Ordinances are not voluntary but obligatory!
2.6.1. Not for salvation, yet there is a command to do both.
2.6.2. “Repent & be baptized”; “Do this…in remembrance of me”.
2.6.3. Isn’t it a shame we have to be told to remember His death! 
2.6.3.1. (spurg) “The cross where one would think that memory would linger, and unmindfulness would be an unknown intruder, is desecrated by the feet of forgetfulness.”

2.7. Sacraments have a 2-fold part.
2.7.1. [1] Outward Visible sign – Baptism/water; Supper/Bread & Wine.
2.7.2. [2] Inward Grace/or Benefit – Baptism/washing away of sin & the new birth; Supper/The Lord’s body broken, & blood shed for us upon the cross for the remission of sins.
2.7.3. Augustine said it was “The visible form of an invisible grace!”

2.8. Sacraments are only Symbolical & Representative!
2.8.1. The Bread & Blood are symbols, they are not actually His body & blood, but only “represent” such.
2.8.2. 3 views:

2.8.3. Transubstantiation – (R.C.) Christ’s presence at the Lord’s Supper replace the presence of the bread & blood.
2.8.3.1. Saying the “substance” changes(the essence of a thing) but not the “Accidents”(its outward perceivable qualities).


2.8.4. Consubstantiation –  (Luther) Christ’s presence does not replace but was added to the bread & blood. [con=with]
2.8.5. Memorial View – (Zwingli) This is my body is figurative as much as when He said, “I am the Door; or, I am the light of the world; or, I am the true vine!”
2.8.5.1. The bread isn’t Jesus, but it is “His body which is broken for you.” - Just as $300 is the ounce of Gold for which it speaks. (our paper $ being backed by metal, our gold at Fort Knox) 
2.8.6. Here is the Controversy or the Dilemma of the Trans. view. “His body & blood belong to His humanity not to His deity.” 
2.8.6.1. At the Council of Chalcedon(451) it affirmed that, “the 2 natures of Christ, human & divine, are united in such a way as to be without mixture, confusion, separation, or division, each nature retaining its own attributes.”
2.8.6.2. The problem: His human nature is localized in heaven(seated on the rt. hand of the throne of God!) in perfect union w/His divine nature. - Christ’s divine nature is not so contained in 1 place because His Divine nature still has the power of omnipresence. – Jesus said “I am going away”; & He said, “I will be with you always.”
2.8.6.2.1. You can’t make His human body “omnipresent” in the form of body & blood, at every communion being performed everywhere around the world, & often times at the same time.

3. COMMUNION IS UNION! (1 Cor.11:17-22)
3.1. Comm-Union! This is brought out in (17-22)
3.2. Since the 2 elements represent His body/blood - All the bread, & all the juice come from the same source, as we partake together we are becoming 1 together & 1 w/Him!


4. COMMUNION IS…WHAT? (1 Cor.11:23-26)
4.1. Who Instituted it? (23-25)
4.1.1. Communion is not only a part of our worship but we find the Lord Himself Instituted it!
4.1.1.1. “Jesus on the same night…”; “This do in remembrance of me.”
4.2. It is a Memorial! (24)
4.2.1. “Do this in remembrance of me”
4.2.2. It is a Memorial of the sufferings & death of Jesus!
4.3. It is a Sign or Symbol! (25)
4.3.1. It is a Sign or Symbol of the truth of the gospel!
4.3.2. (A.A.Hodge) “It is a badge of Christian profession – a mark of allegiance of a citizen of the kingdom of heaven.”
4.3.3. Q: Have you pledged your allegiance to Him? And are you ready to don your badge?
4.4. It is a Seal! (25)
4.4.1. It is a Seal to the believers privileges in Christ!
4.4.2. “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is shed for you(Lk.22:20)” – A covenant is always with 2 parties. Here we have Gods assurances to man, & mans obligations to God!
4.4.2.1. This covenant is certified by His special signature…in blood!

4.5. “In my blood” – indicates “a life given up in death which was the penalty for breaking the covenant.”(lkgnt) {It should have been ours!,,,WE broke the cov. not Him!}

4.6. It is a Monument! (26)
4.6.1. It is a Monument of not only Jesus work but of Jesus Himself!
4.6.2. Jesus knew our memories would be weak – so He erects this monument which would: bring to mind our peace & deliverance Christ delivered unto us, & would also bring to mind “Himself”!
4.7. It is a Proclamation! (26)
4.7.1. “proclaim” – telling news to human hearers. 
4.7.2. This morning we are proclaiming, “the death of Christ is our salvation & life”. We are proclaiming to ourselves, to other believers around us, & to any unbelievers looking on.
4.8. It is an Anticipation! (26)
4.8.1. 3-fold view: [1] Past – Calvary, “the lord’s death” [2] Present - We “remember” & “proclaim” His death [3] Future – “till He comes”. (Lockyer explains the Lord’s Supper as “the table spread of Ps.23:5, “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies”. 
4.8.1.1. It bids us to remember w/joyful anticipation the day of our union w/Jesus Christ when He returns just as He promised, & just as Paul promises here!
5. Communion:
5.1. It is interesting He uses 2 symbols that touch all 5 senses!
5.1.1. We see the elements, we touch them, you can smell them, hear(breaking the bread ,or pouring the wine), & finally taste them. 
5.2. Unbelievers note something ‘the best way to “remember Christ” is to receive Him!’
5.2.1. You were not asked to bring bread with you this morning…it is here! You were not asked to bring grape juice with you this morning…it is already provided! What do you have to do? Eat & Drink. You have to be receivers, & nothing more. 
5.2.2. Receive Him right now!
5.3. See the bread & wine as a pair of glasses. Each as a lens. Lens are to are to look through, not at!
5.4. The Bread - 
5.4.1. Read – vs.28. “examine”! 
5.4.1.1. Leave no stone unturned!

5.5. The Cup – 
5.5.1. (Spurg)said, “After our Lord’s death was over, the blood of animals was not the type, but the blood of the grape. That which was terrible in prospect is joyous in remembrance. It came from Him w/a wound, it comes to us w/a blessing.”

5.5.2. (24) “He had given thanks” so should we! 
